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The Village of McConnelsville convened in regular session from 6:00 P.M. to 6:55 P.M. in 

the McConnelsville Village Office.  Mayor John W. Finley called the meeting to order with 

the following members and visitors present: 

 

Councilman Tom Bragg   Present 

Councilman Darrell Newton   Present 

Councilman Terry Robison    Absent 

Councilman Mark Dille    Present 

Councilwoman Michele Blackburn  Present 

Councilwoman Mary Gessel   Present 

 

EMPLOYEES: Chief of Police Troy Copeland, Fiscal Officer Ellen M Hemry, Village 

Administrator John Thompson, and Solicitor David Tarbert 

 

VISITORS: Fred Morris, Carol Morris 

 

Invocation  

 

Invocation given by Mayor John W. Finley. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Lead by Mayor John W. Finley.   

 

Excuse Absent Council Member 

 

Councilwoman Blackburn made a Motion to excuse Councilman Robison from the 

meeting, seconded by Councilman Dille. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Darrell Newton, Aye; Councilman 

Mark Dille, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, 

Aye. 

 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

Minutes of February 4, 2014 

 

Councilwoman Gessel made a Motion to approve the minutes of the previous meeting, 

seconded by Councilman Bragg. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Darrell Newton, Aye; Councilman 

Mark Dille, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, 

Aye. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Bills of the Village 

 

Councilman Bragg made a Motion to approve the bills, seconded by Councilman Newton. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Darrell Newton, Aye; Councilman 

Mark Dille, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, 

Aye. 
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Mayor John W. Finley 

 

Mayor Finley reported he received a letter from the Morgan County Reenactors Association 

requesting use of the Square for the Civil War Encampment; and to cover the meters 

several hours prior to the actual skirmish.  With no objection from Council, Mayor Finley 

approved this request.  Fiscal Officer Hemry was requested to prepare a letter giving them 

their approval.   

 

Mayor Finley reported our newest Police Officer resigned last Friday.   

 

Mayor Finley stated MMRD will be exiting the office front next door at the end of the 

month; and, Council needs to decide what they want to do.  Do we want to empower the 

Village Administrator to make a set of specs and put it out for bid? 

 

Councilman Newton questioned if it had ever been discussed of putting the Council 

Chambers over there.  Mayor Finley stated yes; however, the current renters wish to stay in 

there if they can afford it.  Mayor Finley stated legally we are bound to advertise and bid it 

out.  Council requested a couple weeks to think it over and they will bring their ideas to the 

next meeting for a decision. 

 

Mayor Finley reported he has appointed Jay Conn to the Park Board to replace Cynthia 

Inman’s expiring term.  Mayor Finley has discussed the opening from Steve Inman’s 

resignation with a few other people and they are to get back with him.   

 

Mayor Finley reported he has drawings to go over with Council at the end of the meeting.  

These drawings were authorized by Council previously to work on a new Village Hall. 

 

 

Ordinance 14-03 

 

Mayor Finley introduced Ordinance 14-03, AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING PAY 

INCREASES FOR ALL EMPLOYEES 

 

Councilman Newton made a Motion to pass Ordinance 14-03 on the second reading, 

seconded by Councilwoman Gessel. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Darrell Newton, Aye; Councilman 

Mark Dille, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, 

Aye. 

 

Ordinance 14-03 passed on the second reading. 

 

 

Resolution 14-04 

 

Mayor Finley introduced Resolution 14-04, the ANNUAL APPROPRIATION 

RESOLUTION. 

 

Councilman Newton made a Motion to suspend the rules requiring three separate and 

disctinct readings and place on emergency measure, seconded by Councilwoman Gessel. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Darrell Newton, Aye; Councilman 

Mark Dille, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, 

Aye. 

 

Councilman Bragg made a Motion to adopt Resolution 14-04 on emergency measure, 

seconded by Councilman Dille. 
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Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Darrell Newton, Aye; Councilman 

Mark Dille, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, 

Aye. 

 

Resolution 14-04 was duly adopted. 

 

 

Ordinance 14-05 

 

Mayor Finley introduced Ordinance 14-05, AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING 

PARKING REGULATIONS. 

 

Councilman Bragg made a Motion to pass Ordinance 14-05 on the first reading with the 

correction of (.040) to (.40) and to add the wording for the time allowed for a quarter, 

seconded by Councilman Newton. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Darrell Newton, Aye; Councilman 

Mark Dille, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, 

Aye. 

 

Ordinance 14-05 passed on the first reading. 

 

Mayor Finley noted he received a phone call from someone whom possibly wishes to rent 

out the office front next door.  Mayor Finley informed them if Council decided to continue 

renting the office front; they will need to put it out to bid.   

 

 

Village Administrator John Thompson 

 

Village Administrator Thompson reported the electric aggregation is up and they are 

negotiating with other contractors to do our electric service.  Village Administrator 

Thompson stated Council did not put a time line on it; therefore, it will be ongoing until 

Council would take action to remove it.  Village Administrator Thompson stated he wanted 

to make residents aware that new letters will be sent out to those who are not enrolled now.  

If they do not wish to participate they must complete this form and send it back into the 

company.     

 

Village Administrator Thompson stated he passed out packets to Council on the study done 

on the Hawk Sewer Treatment through Burgess & Niple.  He requested Council to review.  

Village Administrator Thompson stated he needs to meet with the Engineers prior to the 

committee meeting to discuss some of the options.  Village Administrator Thompson has 

left a message with the Commander of the Hawk Armory; however, he has not made 

contact yet.  Village Administrator feels the way to go will either be with the cheapest or 

the most expensive option; the two in the middle will not work.  Village Administrator 

Thompson stated one way or the other, the Hawk Armory will be responsible for the cost as 

they are the sole people on this sewer line.  On top of the construction costs; the operating 

costs are broken down between $17,000 to $20,000 per year (that includes replacement 

costs).   

 

Mayor Finley stated the cheapest option would be sized for the use needed now; so, if there 

is more use down the road it will not meet our needs then.   

 

Village Administrator Thompson stated we have to fix the sewer as to what our needs are 

now to meet EPA mandates.  If we have any expansion later, we will have to make more 

adjustments and more engineering.  Discussion was made on some possible different ways 

that could make more flow; with no current solution.  Mayor Finley stated Village 

Administrator Thompson will keep us advised as to where it is at. 
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Village Administrator Thompson reported the bid opening for the Pool Slide was last 

Monday.  TWC Services out of Zanesville was the only bidder.  Village Administrator 

Thompson stated he needs a Motion from Council tonight to accept the bid if the 

contractors are approved by the Engineers (they are currently checking their references).  

Once Council approves the bid; it has to be taken to the County Engineers for approval 

since the grant monies run through their office also.   

 

Councilwoman Blackburn made a Motion to approve the bid upon the Engineer’s approval 

of the contractor; seconded by Councilman Newton. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Darrell Newton, Aye; Councilman 

Mark Dille, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, 

Aye. 

 

The Motion Carried. 

 

It was noted this does not include the diving boards.  Village Administrator Thompson just 

needs quotes for these; and the Commissioner’s will go with the lowest bid on them.    

 

 

Chief of Police Troy Copeland 

 

Chief Copeland reported Dallas Taylor resigned last Friday; therefore, we will be looking to 

replace another full-time patrolman.   

 

Chief Copeland reported Officer Taylor and Officer Weyant attended a week’s long 

training on laser and radar.   

 

 

Fiscal Officer Ellen Hemry 

 

Fiscal Officer Hemry gave Council a copy of the January Financial Report.  Fiscal Officer 

Hemry stated we appear to show a deficit when taking into consideration the current monies 

reserved for encumbrance; however, it is due to cutting new purchase orders for the year for 

things such as gas, electric, etc.; and, only receiving one month’s income thus far. 

 

Fiscal Officer Hemry stated she will be attending the Annual Local Government 

Conference and will be not be in attendance of the next Council Meeting.  Administrative 

Assistant Kelly Wells will be filling in as Clerk of Council that evening. 

 

 

Recreation & Buildings Committee 

 

Councilwoman Gessel reported there will be a Park Board Meeting on Monday February 

24, 2014 at 7:00 P.M. in Malta Council Chambers.   

 

Councilwoman Gessel stated there will be a Recreation Committee Meeting this evening 

directly after Council; and, she has asked Manager Teresa Brannon to be in attendance.   

 

 

Streets & Alley Committee 

 

Councilman Newton reported the committee is recommending to purchase twelve meter 

insides like we have done in the past; a sand blaster to strip the current meter heads of paint; 

powder coating of the meter heads at a cost of $6.00 per head; and, renting the machine to 

change the prices.  Village Administrator Thompson is looking into the type of sand blaster 

to purchase as we will be able to use it for other things also.  Fiscal Officer Hemry stated it 

was appropriated within the current budget tonight to do this. 
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Councilman Newton made a Motion to approve these expenses, seconded by Councilman 

Bragg.  

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Darrell Newton, Aye; Councilman 

Mark Dille, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, 

Aye. 

 

The Motion Carried. 

 

 

Economic Development Committee 

 

Councilwoman Blackburn reported there will be an Economic Development Meeting here 

Thursday evening at 6:00 P.M.  She will have report at the next meeting. 

 

 

Public Utilities Committee 

 

Councilman Bragg reported he will get a Committee Meeting together once the Village 

Administrator has more information on the Hawk Site.   

 

 

Public Safety Committee 

 

Councilman Dille reported he has spoken with Steve Williams from ODOT regarding the 

walkway going up Kennebec.  He is willing to help us and believes we can get the Safe 

Route to School Money to fix that situation.  Councilman Dille stated he and 

Councilwoman Blackburn will be working with Mr. Williams on this. 

 

Mayor Finley stated he knows of at least twice we have tried to get that Grant and it died 

for lack of interest within the School.   

 

6:49 P.M. Teresa Brannon entered the Council Meeting. 

 

Councilwoman Gessel reported there is to be a lot of heavy rain Thursday and the drains on 

Kennebec need to be cleaned and cleared from debris so the water doesn’t go into 

basements.  Village Administrator Thompson stated the Village will make every effort 

possible to get these taken care of.   

 

Village Administrator Thompson stated we had to cut our street monies down $10,000 this 

year due to the money situation.  We will possibly run out of money by the end of summer 

with the extra patching and such that will need done to the streets.  He and the Fiscal 

Officer have discussed the situation and there are other places we can use money from in 

order to fix all the road problems.  We will either see the effect this or next year with the 

finances.    

  

Village Administrator Thompson reported he has not heard anything from the trucking 

company regarding the salt as of yet.     

 

 

Adjournment of Meeting 
 

Councilman Bragg made a Motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilman Dille. 

 

Votes were: Councilman Tom Bragg, Aye; Councilman Darrell Newton, Aye; Councilman 

Mark Dille, Aye; Councilwoman Michele Blackburn, Aye; Councilwoman Mary Gessel, 

Aye. 
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The meeting was adjourned till March 4, 2014 at 6:00 P.M. at the McConnelsville Village 

Office. 

 

 

 

_________________________________      ___________________________________ 

  

 

 

All formal actions of the Village of McConnelsville concerning and relating to the adoption 

of resolutions and/or motions passed at this meeting were adopted in a meeting open to the 

public, in compliance with the law, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 

 

 

 

  

Ellen M. Hemry 

Fiscal Officer 

 

 John W. Finley 

 Mayor 


